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Fourteenth Annual Report of the Statistical Society of London 
Session 1847-8. 

In the present annual statement, the Council have pleasure in reporting 
that there has been no decrease in the number of Fellows composing 
the Society, in the course of the past year, notwithstanding the 
unusual number of its losses by death in addition to the ordinary 
proportion of withdrawals; for the number of new elections has been 
21, while the number of deaths and withdrawals has amounted only 
to 17. Considering the various unhappy features presented by the 
history of the past year, this is a small number to have lost. Indeed, 
an increase of 4 to the total number of Fellows would still remain, 
if a strict adherence to our rules with regard to the payment of sub- 
scriptions did not compel the Council to order the names of 4 others 
to be expunged from the list of Fellows, after suspension as defaulters. 
The number of bond fide Members of the Society is thus seen to be 
the same as at the close of the two last years, viz., 412. 

Financially the Society is precisely in the condition in which it 
found itself at the close of the last preceding year, with no current 
liabilities which assets as good as money received will not discharge, 
except about £100 for printing, which the Council had anticipated 
defraying out of the current income in the course of the past year; 
but this purpose has been defeated by the unusual difficulties recently 
experienced in the collection of a part of the subscriptions, to such an 
extent as to add no less than £140 to the amount of arrears due at the 
close of the preceding official year. A larger portion than usual of 
these arrears being, however, within reach of recovery, the true 
statement is, that the means of defraying this hundred pounds of 
arrears, which has hung on the face of the Society's accounts almost 
from its foundation, now presents itself in the augmented amount of 
recoverable arrears for the past year, instead of existing in an estimate 
of the collections for the next. In every other respect the Society's 
affairs have taken the course indicated in the Report of 1846, 

The Committee for inquiring into the condition of the poorer classes 
of St. George's in the East, (which we have commonly designated 

VOi. SI. PABI II H 



98 Fourteenth Annual Report CMay, 

Mr. Hallam's Committee, from the liberal donation for that purpose by 
Mr. Hallam, in which it originated,) has entirely closed its labours and 
submitted a report of their results, which awaits a favourable opportu- 
nity of being communicated to the Fellows at large in one of our 
monthly meetings. The result of the trifling grant to the Secretaries 
for Educational Statistics was communicated to them in the middle of 
the last session, in the form of a brief but striking report showing the 
educational destitution of the South Staffordshire coal and iron 
districts. 

The solicitude with which British statists regard every step 
towards the extension of an efficient system of registration for births, 
deaths, and marriages, to Scotland, occasioned the appointment of a 
Committee of the Council, in March last, "to consider certain 
schedules and provisions of the proposed Registration Bill for Scot- 
land, to recommend forms, and to communicate with the proper 
authorities on the subject." The schedules attached to this bill 
appeared to the Members of the Committee to be deficient in many 
respects;. and to remedy these defects they drew out three new forms 
of schedule, and proved, by practical experiment in the Metropolis, 
that all the information which these forms required could be readily 
obtained from the public. Copies of these three forms were forwarded 
to Sir George Grey and the Lord Advocate of Scotland, and subse- 
quently a deputation from the Committee waited on the Lord Advo- 
cate, and explained that the object which the Council had in view was 
simply to assist in securing for Scotland such a form of registration as 
the present advanced state of statistical science seemed to demand; 
and, believing that a more complete and useful form of registry than 
the one embodied in the proposed bill might without difficulty be 
carried out, it was anxious that the people of Scotland should possess 
that system of registration which was best calculated to exhibit their 
true social and civil condition. Subsequently to this interview, in which 
the Lord Advocate promised to give the whole subject his particular 
consideration, although he could not engage to adopt all the suggested 
alterations, it was resolved to obtain some practical test of the work- 
ing of the proposed schedules in Scotland, a task which was attended 
with an entirely satisfactory result, under the experienced superintend- 
ence of Dr. Watt, of Glasgow, whose valuable labours have repeatedly 
enriched our pages, and whose subsequent early decease it is our painful 
duty to record. The bill, it is well known, was ultimately dropped 
for the session, and has not yet been re-introduced; but the amend- 
ments proposed by the Committee will be found recorded with its 
report in the pages of the next Number of our Journal, in the hope 
that, whenever the great object contemplated by this measure shall be 
realized, sufficient reason will be found for the adoption of the system 
proposed by the Committee. 

In December last a Committee was appointed to investigate the 
state of the inhabitants and of their dwellings in Church Lane, St. 
Giles's, in consequence of communications made to the Council by one 
of its members, which involved such startling circumstances that the 
Council deemed it a duty to have them verified and attested, not less 
for the sake of the public, than to add to those stores of information 
for the collection of which the Statistical Society was founded. This 
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investigation was conducted personally by Members of the Council, 
and, therefore, almost entirely without cost to the Society, and its 
results were almost immediately communicated to the Fellows gene- 
rally in their January meeting. The Report which contained them, 
together with "A Statement of the Mortality Prevailing in Church 
Lane during the Last Ten Years, and the Sickness during the Last 
Seven Months," were circulated by order of the Council to the number 
of 1,500, among the persons and classes most able and most disposed to 
aid in removing such deplorable features in our social condition as are 
witnessed in this neighbourhood. 

The zeal of individual Fellows of the Society has been evinced 
during the past year by the communication of such papers as those on 
" The Vital Statistics of the East India Company's Armies in India," 
on " The Revenue Statistics of the Agra Government," and on " The 
Prices of Cerealia and other Edibles in England and India," by 
Lieut.-Col. W. H. Sykes, V.P.R.S.; on "The Accounts of the Bank 
of England under the Operation of 7 & 8 Vict., c. 32," and on "The 
Recent Changes in the Condition of the People of the United King- 
dom," by J. T. Danson, Esq.; on "The Statistics of Prussia," by the 
Chevalier Bernard Hebeler; on "The Moral and Educational Sta- 
tistics of England and Wales," and on " The Markets of London," by 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq.; on "The Mortality among Her Majesty's 
Troops serving in the Colonies," by Lieut.-Colonel Tulloch; on "The 
Influence of Education, shown by facts recorded in the Criminal 
Tables," by G. R. Porter, Esq.; on "The Statistics of Crime in Eng- 
land and Wales," and on "The Census of New South Wales," by 
F. G. P. Neison, Esq.; on "The Progress of the Prussian Nation," by 
T. C. Banfield, Esq. ; and on " The Resources of the Irish Sea Fisheries," 
by Richard Valpy, Esq. 

This increasing amount of personal labour in elaborating truths 
which lie remote from the surface of daily life is a gratifying feature of 
our progress, while the efforts made by the Government during the 
past year to extend a good system of registration to Scotland, and to 
avail itself of the machinery of the English Registration Department, 
for the collection of a complete code of Agricultural Statistics, show 
how sensible its members have become of the importance of statistical 
analysis in dealing with the varied wants of so complicated a state of 
society as that by which we are surrounded. 

The usual balance-sheet for the year 1847 is annexed. 



h2 



1 00 Fourteenth Report of the Statistical Society of London. QMay, 



00 



§ 
S 
« 
u 

HI 

Q 



to 



K 

2 



T3 ©©«9©e»-*CO©«>©©.-i**i-l 

=« £SSSS'"22 ei ' s * !, 2 rt 



00^00(0 



55s 
«£ 3 
I « S 

3 



.cu 






S "Si 



V -P 



.11 
.11 

"S9 









si 

3d 



•S.S u g J -a 

l-s-ll a|| §ss-g§- 

t2 C'Ca os :2 . - *- t- S id u 



I i 



S| S 1 .1-8 

pi -a o ft a c 
S.SO \SS 



■5 
1 




.8 S S 8 9 S ■ 

•jS « » «> w <u (h 



n 

« 

s 

1 

Ah 

X 

H 



"fe» 






<* s 






o oo o 
©go eo © 



t» © 

CO o 



©ooo 


o* co co o 





090NH0H0 

©ooeok^-^oooe* 



"OOHHHIOftrt 

Qf) *# *o « 



oa 

H 

& h $ 

HS'C 
O s 2 

S » 8 

E-102 



.o 



■I 



SSI 



Jit 

•a "3 
3 






CO 



05 ■■# «» CO t» 

»# Tt< "*J< TJ< "J" 

CO CO 00 X CO 



f 



w . !l 



o S 



OO 



©©©©©© 
Tt< © © 00 <o <o . 






1 rt< 



it 

oa 



2 « e ? 

9 8 § c 

.223* 

■S'SiS 

P " "a ' 
8 ° , ° ! 

3 O d 



>- a 
3 a 

S3 
a a 

Its 

« o 



« <!» 



« =° S ^ . 
Hogg's 

■§&'§?.§ 

S qj » .2 -p 



§ s 

•a a 
oi o 

M» 

•3 



.o .o 



X X CO CO 00 CO t! 
rtHHHrtH,£i 
»h [j h fc u u, S 

s2 «2 t2 «2 <2 «2 13 
c» *b so ^* oo <o "Z 
^ ^h « eo -* <o o 



4 



^■s 



